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What Chandogya Upanishahda says....

Thatis the ideal world wherethereis .+
No physician as every. ontflshealthy .;,' 2 w; :
Noilliteracy as all are ieénig:d” ; ﬂ ko SR
No alcoholics as contentient need no wine

No prostitutes as alt are virtuous: : ' e
No court of law as there isjjus“fiqe‘e'x%é;ry_@ﬁélj'c}” . X
No national barrier, no ruler, 1lﬁjl§gi-31.§torf' " CH
As love and respect for each offiar rule the wotld
When will this be an ideal world? i
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‘Friendship is the most beautiful flower
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Ethnic Movements in North-East
A Crisis of the Nation-State

The last three decades in North East India is
characterized by an awakening or re-awakening,
marked by a collective social identification, which is
different from those non-state organizations formed
during the period of freedom movement in between
1916 to 1947. More than thitty organizations that yere
formed during the period of freedom struggle whl.ch
had the objective of cultural re-awakening agnd social
reform. The people behind these organisations usfed
these platforms for cultural re-awakening and _300131
reform, and they had no contradiction with the 1.deals
of a nation state. In contrast to this, a strong feeling of

e . ts
assertion based on ethnicity echoesm the movemen 7

of the last three-decades. ‘Greater autonomy .under
sixth schedule of the constitution” or ‘creatlonl of
separate state within the Indian Union’, ‘seceSf.lon
from Indian union’, ‘demand for SC/ST status” are
the multiple forms that these awakenings has sustamed;
The strategy adopted for such movements h'a:1 1:};)

remained always democraticasa result of whic . :[
youth finds ground to involve in violence and terrori

i times

activities, sometimes against the state, -son:;i e
against the rival communities and sometime :

Government’s efforts to piay

communities. Further,
. bore no
down the differences by granting autonOu)

: f north-
fruit, rather it has Balkanized the whole 0
€astern region.. ) ctof
The situation constitutes ai lmpoh:salll;;sﬁfﬁzed
the crisis of the state. On the on€ hand i citizen by
the denial of civil rights to Ordmarydef}'ing all
Perpetuating all kinds of ViOI.ence i f violence
constitutional norms. This ‘very afitia?l nation that
challenges the unity and integrity 23

Nityananda Kalita
Head, Dept. of History

the framers of our constitution dreamt of. Now, the
grievances that these movements represent and the
demands that they put forward raise certain questions:
first, what are the socio-economic- political dimensions
of these movements? Secondly, in an age of
globalization when the capital is being increasingly
internationalized why are the people not responding
by internationalizing themselves? Thirdly, why are the
people asserting self-identification by ‘race’ or ‘ethnic
group’ instead of being ‘national’ ? Fourthly, has
globalization reduced the credibility of a nation-state?

The usual response to these questions by the
mediaand Assamese intelligentsia is: “the tribes always
behave that way”. According to some progressive
thinkers, the caste Hindu domination ofthe Assamese
middle class is responsible for the development of
tribal or ethnic consciousness in North-East. In his
book Janagosthiya Samasya: Atit Bartaman
Bhabishyat, Indibar Deuri, one of the pioneer thinkers
on the ethnic problems in North-East, discusses a
unique phenomenon. According to him, during the
post-independence period the British education system
led to the emergence of the middle-class of the high
caste Hindu. The tribal groups as a result had to
compete for power and privileges. The high cast
Hindu middle class was however not in favour of
giving up the status so long they had enjoyed. This
resulted in a movement headed by the affluent tribal
sections which, they believed, would mitigate al|
discriminations and raise the tribes to a higher status,
The Tribal League formed in 1933 had a broader
perspective. It demanded “constitutional safeguard®
for all the major and minor tribal groups and “tribal




of Plains Tribal Council in 1967 and de_ma_ﬁg for

‘Udayachal’ transformed the movement into a

movement of Bodo people only. Another scholar

Shivanath Baxman in his book Asomqr Jangjati

Samasya:Aitihasik Utsa Sandhan discusses how the

factors like (a) British policy of divide etemperq )
- role of Christian missionaries{c)racial diserimirac: -

movement in Assam. .

rise of middle class attribute to-the rise of triba]

Although the factors discussed aboye explain -
the local background and sentiments manifesteq -

different tribal movements in North East, t '
entint : 4 they faj

explain therise ofethricity. Infact, ethmicity i

dimension. The population of all the natj

: . onsis
less diverse in respect to ethriicity or rac;n(;re o;
population divisions are mian'y'iiﬁportam; Sfallst:l;]

of such groups fee] to varying e esuch groups, Most

their way of life their food

) and dresg hat:
so forth are superjor to those °f0th:rh;)‘t’ valye and
. 0 .
 The practices of colopy denom; 5 ps:
to gain contro] of vastareas have e, 0rdey
role in creation of ethnijc Pl{lyed 2 inj

following the decline of slave

realities, fien ! g
C UMindjgan.,

status’ to the state of Assam as a'tholé. The foiﬁiaﬁon

\ | on
of the caste Hindu people (D guardtanshlp of

Assamese chauinist (¢) econonticehploiitonad () - g

basaglobaf '

"' t° re-organize, and for this purpose needed local
- - intermediaries. In the absence of states or of a
: fiep‘ended or feudal class, the colonizers invented the

Chle:f’ andrigged him out with powers he had never
Previously had. But what exactly was he to be ‘chief’

of? Ity )
f21t W@thgn that the colonia] administrators and |

Pooramateur anthropologist that they were|
trbes. It was the British administrator who
aﬁermea‘lf]ﬂ?opé logical survey in the North East Indija;
but for coie:ety-o fYandaboo’ not for any other pursuit

"~ "7-mence of administration, Regarding the
oiﬁcérl;o I!;)e ile:l survey of the British one of the senior.
“not g ™ hl’t thzle)f comments that it was df)l?‘?.
research, But;j;,r;ithe Interest of anthropolo gl'ca.ii
aminisrage, Spensable aids to the work of €1V,

Tn
e t::le 2 Ssthe disintegration of Yugoslav}
Ollapse of the Soviet Union led to the

inventeq

reports of race and ethnic org 4 Cmerge
available. The categories usei%‘:‘; 1“3 commonly fcgal;lce Of severa] peyy states, unstable and
from nation to nation, It jg “for ﬂ(; Sroups diffef N them, ) MiXed, Wth’h turned to violence betwe?”
“International comparisons of i o ; l:a'::]on'that  theg. :;hecQHapse of the Soviet Union, many
are imprecise.” ey groups ; I'States seems ; ican®.
i iy e i
_ City relates to cultyraiic e - Claj .0 €made irredentis
andcharacteﬁmsauhw:a!:llt;:gs;m';ger% Az;:b:lja:flfnSt their neighboul:.ze Armenia an .
g e . , -Arlersto g . ), for gy el
ofidentity in a group that shares Commop, jt:: ense - Violence gy, eXample, suffered from mteﬂm;tgo :
and cultural traits. EVer inleidUal of the soc.‘ guage BOS lﬁa. . Ccnclave and borders‘ ]nfhc 1 T
}ﬁ?azzzii? ;“‘;“;al (ethnic) groyp, and'som::?mi Dterven y ;rzegOVma, ethnic d1v151011;d21 :
more than g - $ 'despré Ugoslavia and Croatia Ve
ad Lo d

S08njae ‘EMing between Serbs, Croatia 2" -
Bocn: § ( OSlen‘]) B : ’ d 1995*
OShian Seyy, - Between 1992 an d

4 Serbian military groups coﬂd_"}.qtj )
Y seize of Bosnia’s capital S#%°
r . .
eBat *ak Muslim, resistance.

area comprisin tr
of the coul
> Croatig, g o o8

sl
: - gerbi#
% Bosnia, Herzegovina, Ser” 2,

Onia, Albania, Bulgaria, Ban"éf_
- Hrst Witnessed the divis!®

multinational state into smaller ethnically homogeneous
entities following the First World War and break up of
the Ottoman empire. So the term Balkanization was
used to refer to ethic conflicts in a multi-ethnic state.
The term is now invoked to explain the disintegration
of some multi- ethnic state and their devolution into
dictatorship, ethnic cleansing and civil war.
Balkanization occurred in places other than Balkans,
including Africa in the 1950s and 60s, following the
dissolution of British and Erench‘t:olonial empire there.
The tribal movements in-North East can als.o
be seenasa part of the rise of ethnicity else where in
the world. These movements not only represent the
age-old grievances of the tribal people, but are glso
swept over by anti-state ideologies and prac'.tlces. 'In
an age of globalization, the legitimacy ofanation state
for the unity and economic development. for its
population has been reduced. The ruling class no longfff
enjoys the credibility of their programs of economicC

development. The ruling class being in desperate Sﬁ'aiz )
to retain their power, and their rival fraction, trymg1o .

base their legitimacy upon the ethnic asp‘lrauonf. o

Samir Amin, one of the most profm_md tlnnk;lrs
on the changing nature of capitalism, analyses i
phenomenon from the standpoint of themovemento
capital accumulation that governs all c.ontemporary,
Systems, both local and global and m
Successive and contrasting phases of thl? e
its period and its times of crisis. T0 hl.m, ;:ered
collapse of the Sovietmodel, capitalism with v .
market forces and accelerating globallz'atlon en ets
into anew area, He integrates his economic g“me.“ts
about the nature of the crisis with the political argument
based on his vision of human history  ductof
determined by material realities, but 01 The I:h "
social responses to those realities- To him,

. . ‘ ic
. .. to econom
ethnicity is a political response

movement,

relation t0 -

not as Siﬂ_lply ‘

globalizationywhich issomething that theibourgeaisn
democratic or secular ideologies, be they socialist or

Marxist, have always underestimated and *various

questions relating to political management of the chaos

produced by the utopian and unrealistic project of
running the world like a ‘market”. He also criticizes

the ‘believe’ in the West that ‘continuous growth was

permanent’ and ‘believe’ in the third world that

‘building the nation would eventually resolve the

problems of under development’ as illusion.

Until 1980s the space of economic managemient
of capital accumulation coincided with that of its
political and social dimensions. The European nation
state that provided the model of modernity was
followed by the third world countries, and after the
second world war they sought to reproduce by the
model of autocentered national development (ofcourse
open to the international economy) which included the
construction and modernization of state. The ruling
classes based their legitimacy upon the programme of
such economic development. In this context, the multi-
ethnic ruling classes of Asia, Africa and Eastern Europe
based their legitimacy upon the economic
development. Until recent times strong expansion of
world capitalism favoured the programs of economic
development. a

With the acceleration of globalization, the
coincidence of space has come to an end. As a result
world capitalism faces a new contradiction. The
centres of gravity of economic forces commanding
accumulation shifts outside the frontier of individual
states. On the other hand, there is no political, social,
ideological and cultural framework at the world leve]
that can give coherence to the overall management of
the system. In its political dimension; then, the
maxiagement of the crisis consists in trying to suppress
one contradiction i.e. state. Now, the only way of
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management of the society is by "market’. Therefore
anti-state ideology and practices have been common,
Anthony Giddens. a sociologist, member of the House
of Lords and former director of Londop School of
Economics, advocating a third way opines, “Nature
of nation state is changing dramatically dye ¢,
globalization. Itis reducing the sovereignty of the nation
with respect to global events which we neeq

collaboration and transnationa] institutions to deal

with",
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Some Thoughts on Reading

Collected by -
Sanghamitra Hatkhowa

B.A. Ist Year

2 Reading S€rves for delight, for
theal_nent, for E_‘bilitY---T.he crafty contemn it;
S e wicc yse it . Bacon

barlor f;!;ayg-ha% & book at hand, in the
°°nde;13€d ﬂf tab]e'-for the family: a book of
sound mexir Ought and striking anecdote, f’f
-momuns and truthfy] apothegms. It will
suggy u@myour OWn mind a thousand valuable
( w s ':hn:x:;adcf your children _awthousalt;ﬁ
“Ofjewel £ ~andduty, Such a book is a cas
i fs-ﬁny_'our'house'hold.--. Tryon Edwards.
. Getapy
: ﬂmg'ﬁ’om bo
“APrice of ,

bit, a passion for reading; 1Ot
OK o book, with the squearnish
‘Merary epicure; but red

very gy, 1 closely, thovghysury, analyeine
Srefly g YO €0 along, and laying i P
| :bY-‘fmsﬁode%gfeLy i your memory. It is © 3;

the same 1 At your information will b€ 2
{ -‘.W;.’. ]

me e . 1l.~"
W Wiy, Xensive, accurate and usef!

e it

e i :
g “T lnvemmn Of v e Sbof_ﬂ.
f'your own.--Osb0"’
. Th ‘ ut

o8
: e shoy a dangerous ‘pleasure. .Usel.‘e;
8ood ygq of f.l.ﬂ Ay aside, and make all PG'SSlb .
4 ] fse_EOm WhiCh we m ay reap s0

StOPSuS fhy _ ;‘like'a';too:great-repiéflqﬂs". |
“‘m’aryoplmg “AC0urse of di‘vers'e,-'som@?@i
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Marxist Perspective on Human Rights

The concept of “Human Rights” is as ancient as
human civilization. The story of mankind is marked
by efforts to ensure respect for the dignity of human
beings. Human rights are simply defined as j[he
rights which every human being is entitled to enjoy
and protect. The struggle for the reco gnlttioq of
human rights and the struggle against pohtu.:al,
economic, social and cultural oppression, and against
injustice and inequalities have been an integral part. of
history of all human societies. :

The Marxist perspective on human rights can
be traced in the writings of Karl Marx, F. Engles,
V.I.Lenin and a host of other thinkers broadly })elongmg
to the Marxist school of through. Marxist .theory
repudiates the liberal notion ofatomized anc% alienated
individuals, motivated by enlightened self-'mFeres.t. It
insists on mé social nature of man. Be:sides,‘ it hvc?s mtsa
Co-operative network of human I‘(?lat.l()l’lshlPS. Rlililcﬁ
for Marx, are the products of caplfallst soc1:hty W 2
are designed to maintain the privileges of the r‘; dg
classes. But in the communist society where eveiy 0 e)r/
realizes his creative potential ri ghts are no long
Needed, {

In fact, the Marxist concept of hl.lm?fi l‘lglﬁsi p}?tfss
emphasis on social ri ghts rather than md1v1duian§‘ms-
Dominated by the writings of Marx, the .ﬂfg‘m e
that full realization of an individual’s selfis pOS'SIdividual
Within the context of a society. Inas muchasan tl1111 L
should be concerned with his development, :nent of
has an interest in facilitating the afi\_/é_mcefuw il ¢
ipdividuals, The overwhelming responﬂblhg an social
towards its subjects demands that econom!l

: : er the individua
rights should have Predomm:;ﬂiz flzture of the society

ones. Such conceptualization o1 the ™ dual rights rooted
Precludes the existence of the lrldl‘_’l
In the state of nature, which are ey

Marx is very much cri

to the state.

tical of liberal views of human

Ramen Medhi
Dept. of Political Science

rights. Marx in his On the Jewish Question, considers
it-as the ideological expression of bourgeois
egoism(socidl atomisation). Marx points out that the
so called rights of man are nothing but the rights of
egoistic man, of mari separated from other men and
from the community. He goes on to extend his basic
postuldte by emphasizing the necessary connection
between bourgeois society and the notion of human
rights.

Writing in the Holy Family, Marx and Engles state
that the recognition of the rights of men by the modern
state has no other meaning than the recognition of
slavery by the ancient state. The individual man in the
modern state is linked with other men only by the ties
of private interest and unconscious natural necessity.
It follows that the very notion of human rights, according
to Marx and Engles, is linked to the competitive
struggle. This is the hallmark of the bourgeois society.
Besides, it is based on the vision of society and the
individual as inherently separate and antagonistic
units. Thus, human rights are viewed as instruments
for carrying out adversary relations between
competing, primarily atomistic individuals. Marx
points out that the process of bourgeois exploitation
holds the entire society at the mercy of market
forces. It has an alienating, depersonalizing and
dehumanizing impact on man. The institutionalized
imposition of the f:apitalist will on man alienates
him from hisnature besides alienating him from his
activity,himself and from other men.

According to Marx, society does not consist in
relations between the individual and the individual but
between classes, be it the farmer and landlord or
worker and the capitalist. He believed that the alienation
of man could end only with the establishment of
communism-- when classes would be alienated,
exploitation would cease and the state would wither




away. Class struggle would eventually result in the
victory of the working class. It was only then that

exploita_tion would come to an end. Marx depicted
communism as the fulfillment of the individualistic goals
which liberalism had proclaimed byt had been unablej
torealize. It was thus the nature of the community that
detennin.ed. the rights and fate of man, It was onlyina
comm_wn_sqc community that every individya] could be
atrue n'ldmdual. With the workers obtaining effective
control over the means, conditions ang results of thej
Ia[i(.)l.lr the process of controlling the immediate dir'ecl:
Eo 1t}call g{c]:ver in the society would reach its logjca
 Inconcluding remarks, two points need to be
First, the .Marxist perspective on rights has [??d
successful in highlighting the S0Cio-economyc freedo i
and ﬂ1elconcept of equality which was largely i L
by the liberal theory. Secondly, the Nec»-Mam}t iy
l?egun torecognize the emancipatory potent; SltS ha‘.(e
pghts tobetter the livelihood ofthe marginalizeda c-)fthe
in Marxist- Leninist doctrine, comes frop la .ngl']t's,
comes .from government and whjch reﬂwa e
u.nderlymg €conomic relationships of any s e.c b o3
rights are derived from a fundamenty) i s
relationship, from the place of the individyg ;C: ;;:i: N
m

of production, it is not surpis; :
, ; IPIising to ace

econamic and social rights come befora oo Pt that
rights, fore civi] and politicy]
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A Few Stray Thoughts on Friendship....

Strange as it may seem, the Seri Indians of Northern
Mexico had no word for “friend,” and fr1end1y
relationships did not exist among them at one time. An
existence without friends? It is just unthinkable.
Friendship may be said to be the warmest of human
relationship bringing two Iike-mmded_ persons glo_se.
We can say that making friends is something like building
an auxiliary family for oneself.

Historical records reveal that mo :
form Ztlcl)irell;ile of one kind or another beyond thel;
immediate families. Whena person becomesa P
wider circle he or she finds a practical SuquI:l:;
something on which one can rely on- Ifyf)ularerS; -
close friend may drive you to the hospita ];(())ur may
unforseen tragedy strikes Y;l)us ac?'le{ldly peigh
help you to come out of the ordeal. : e

Elz(\)?v Eic()) we choose our friend_s? Frlends};;})), cl)f%
nothing but freedom to be ourselves 11 theflcogg word
another person, and perhaps that 1S W. Y : Shanng
“Friend” and “Free’” come from the same 100 ‘me like-
some common interest or being partners ICI;S?E p starts,
minded activity is how normally ffle:ness of mind
growing into a mutual trust and an 0pe
and a deep-bonded affection. L with whom

We are normally attracted t0 2 persg colleague or
We can share our values and attitudes four closeness.
aneighbour can be our friend because® v
We also happen to be friends Wu};? Izvel of economic
level of understanding and of an€q ¢ friends who
Standing, At the same time We find sor0

: et
At the same B and habits. A qu!
are very dissimilar in thelr V‘:;);,S with a boisterous

person be very frien ent each
uninhibirtrelleyperson. rIg/erhalps they compler

other. . shi sucha

The sirking qualities hat meke 0 R

wonderful relationship is that 1158 ust. [ thereis @
Warmth and affection. loyalty and trrhiﬁg is amiss i
dearth of these traits, definitely Sontm:st oftime and the
the relationship. If it can stand the €

st human beings

re of the same.

Manjusri Baruah.
Deptt. of English

relationship stays strong despite going through bad
weather, we can say that the bond of friendship is strong.
Many a time problems of the family, moving awayto a
different place, or a demanding career may sometimes
come in the way of a continuing friendly relation. If the
bonding is deep friendship stays, but if it is shallow it
will slowly fade away. A friend must always feel that
they are getting as much as they are giving. When Raja
Ali Mohammad coinics all the way from the Gah village
in Pakistan to meet his old school friend, our Prime
Minister Dr. Monmohan Singh, after six decades in
New Delhi, we can only say that the emotional reunion
could be bossible because the seeds of friendship were
sown way back on a very fertile soil.

There has been many instances when a friend may
move away on demand of his career and become very
affluent in course of time. This may sometimes mar a
relationship, because the person who is not so affluent
does not feel very comfortable in the company of the
rich friend. The latter may be very generous, but when
generosity is not reciprocated a drift is bound to come.

A friendly relation continues. develops and
becomes strong only if the friends have time for each
other, energy to keep it going and a kind thought for
each other. Many friends may be thrown apart due to
their professional calling, and one may be at thfi othc_fr
end of the world. But despite such odds the relationship
stays and that too on a strong footing. Our sincere
thanks goes to the Department of Telecommunication.
E-mails, mobile phones have really made our world
cosy, close and comfortable.

Friendship is after all giving and getting. The warm
ambience that a friendly relatign exudes does keep the
wheels of life well oiled. Sachin Tendulkar named his
daughter ‘Sara’. Sa comes frgm Sachin and Ra comes
from his friend, the great cricketer Brian Lara. How
deep their bonding is does not the name “Sara” alone

testify?
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Autobiography;, its Art-and Charles Dickens

The term autobiography is a combination
of _three Greek words, autos, meaning self, pjgg
meaning life, in the sense of the colirse of life o;'
way of living, and graphe, meaning the act ofwritiy
(Hobbs .26). This apart, autobiography resy]ts fronf
an unwritien "pact” between writers and their readerg
and this ““autobiographical pact’ is sealed | 'tlh ’
author’s signature, a s gnal that the authoy ﬁarfat :
and protagonist of the narratives are t’he sa !
pertS(:)n”(HObbS 2). M. H. Abrams defin:;e
“autobiography is a bj ' ;
about hirirsgf{ (15). it A e ‘S'UbjeCt

However, this definitig i00]
brin gs to light two externa] di?fzrf:g:: ll;)gtraphy
autobiography and biography: first isof aufhe W,e_en
and the second is that autobiographyand bi Crshin
reveals the same person in two different IiglztgsranEy

; +The

subject perceives or judges himse]
again begs a serioys questi

. itten
himself, therefore partial? If thli)s t € Pperson

“autobiographica] Pact” betweep th
€

is threatened-—the %
would tel] the truthg
d belieye them

Cope for mj
truth perhaps SChJega] apifad ISrepreg

- - are written ejthey by neurot
by their own €go [I]
authors of g robust

(PN PG ¢

and the readers woul
Considering thig s

“P

CHre aufoly;
; 99 WhO dre a
> 5 1n Roussegy’g b

artistic op adveng, S€; or by
rou

.th.at give e wil]

Biswajit Kalita
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;OZE;J:E]; e Ben"em‘l‘m Cellini. . . Another great
gy b;i:h’e autobiographers [Autobiographen]
27). The alltc;t,"3 [ 1OPSCUSts [self-deceivers]  (Hlobbs
o SlOI:ne}r o L;Og_raphers are ‘autopseusts’ becausé,
e o lares, “No one g3 Io%
Orwell eyep d v RISELE” (Finney 22). Goore®
bfistod ef%lares, “autobiography is onlyt?
(ibid.). Gep “itreveals something disgracéful ]
autobiogrg; hfg_e Ba{nard Shaw also holds, Al
establigk tﬁelfs 4 hes”(ibid‘). These observations
AP g e of petfect R0
it 2 0 facts “in autobiography !
“ 20, It won’ be wrong to scrutinis?
tuth ip autobiography.
"&ata particylar point of time ™
€a POiniZIr.ev €als different hues of life- Th;
dNMumpe, 0 the fact that if a person wrlte

; Ol autghy; 3 e
tite of his i O0lographies at different point®

autobi,, graph

to_ the 55 -e 3y ey"*fouldl'eveal different vie\'?vpoma

he'no 0 e.t Oflncidents, Ll stitd uan-eI’S 1
Man goeg at Understanding of life yaries ?
Bnan Finne -aCC}lfnuiatmg experiences. In this 1-:‘3g31i g
“Uggests that |; i E?_S.iglliﬁcant observation: ) e
ant]ng 1HKE , eII'lS On_e‘COUId Spend a hf@tl p

4 : erentv . 'Gﬂu
Of.the Ielati “Is10ns of one’s life storys Py

Chatyre of autobjo graph"ical' tlu 9

tthere s the danger Ofconscloér.
. tailce § PMissions by the autobiof‘%r?p et
f;l::nl.ﬁs au :) 'i(;gra iats had to assure }115 :o e
o 8 Since deag» Phy the treatment Oflhe.p eel
Pascal 66). p,.or - ld be “amiable” and “dlsae {0

.

P : \us e a6
%th% *kin COmments in his Pf"’f : 1g5

il Write “at length o1 t-hgnce
. skin] ; o A1 i
gSWhlchI[R n] jay, passing in total 3 nd

| . <
Uskin] haye no pleasure in revi®

i

and which the reader would find no help in the
account of(Pascal 67). Stendhal writes in the preface
to his autobiography Vie de Henry Brulard: “I feared
to deflower the happy moments that I have encountered
by describing and anatomising them. Well, that is
what I shall not do, I shall jump happiness”(ibid.).
Moreover, before publication the autobiographer
revises his draft-autobiography, and in so doin-g
the autobiographer revises his points of view. This
means that no autobiography can incorporate absolute
truths,

Experiences accumulated bya p_erson in
the entire life span are too abundant to give all of
them a place in an autobiography. This alway.s pauses
problems for the autobiographer. F urther, if all the
€Xperiences gathered by the autc?blographer are
givena place they would SpOiI the llIlIt}’ and coherence
of the work. and the work would simply turn out
{0 be a b00’k of records and facts rather thafn a
well-plotted autobiography. Brian Finney Tecogn;lz?:
this problem and observes that the autoblogrape:ts:
should “make explicit to the reader whéissljtheir
of themselves they are seeking to reveal Wl“Il:v s
work”(22-23). Nancy Hale also suggests;

T N ible,
he writer, if possl
once more recommend that chronologically;

instead of relating the events ofhis l?fe sy
in Sequence, choose some pOiI‘.l'[ in whlcn it int'é
as on a spring board, from which he S?herwise 0
the past and then return once MOre:

IS apt to drown, literally spe
Waves of the past, and the r
he needs is a standard of jud
g obiography incoxporate,s
fan autobiog@phcr s
ed up- And this seems

aking, 1
eader Wi
gment in the presen

th him. What
t”

In fact, every good aut
only the important events ©

life rather than things jumbl ter
; g the cen
Justifiable because in an autobloglfaphy

£ tre
s, ItS cen
Ofinterest is the self. Roy Pasca'lc;: iforld, though
Ofimel‘est is the self, not the outs!

so that;
i ust appear 5=
fecessarily the outside world m :

0GR eas oS>

.1 the successive

R
in give and take with it, the personality finds its
peculiar shape. . . . This coherence implies that

the writer takes a particular standpoint, the standpoint
of the moment at which he reviews his life, and
interprets his life from it. The standpoint may be
the actual social position of the writer, his
acknowledged achievement in any field, his present
philosophy; in every case it is his present position
which enables him to see his life as something of
a unity, something that may be reduced to order”
(9). Regarding selection of material Nancy Hale
says that they should be determined on the basis
of potentialities for future development: “There is
no point in writing about your sixth birthday party
unless something came of it, by, perhaps, your having
met your dearest friend of life on that occasion™(194).
Catherine L. Hobbs discusses a controversy regarding
the autobiography L. Rigoberta Menchu: An Indian
Woman in Guatemala written by Nobel Peace Prize
Winner Rigoberta Menchu. The New York Times
reported that the book contained events that Menchu
had never experienced. Menchu countered that
thé events did occur but she admitted that they
‘were not always her personal experiences. She
said that she also wove in the experiences of others
she knew, writing as a representative being to raise

_ international awareness of the plight of her people

in Guatemala. This composite experience, she argued,
helped to make the book truer (32-33). This stand
of Menchu in regard to communal representation
of reality cannot be ignored, for literature cannot
turn a blind eye to the social factors. Nancy Hale
also suppotts the view of Rigoberta Menchu, “This
means that one must, in such writing, select material
that will give the reader a feeling of participation,
of identification. . . . Therefore I think I am right
if I say that what the writer should try to do if he
writes about his life is to evoke; to awaken an
echo in other lives; to arouse a consciousness where
, perhaps formerly there wasnone” (195). These
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considerations take us to the point that gne should
not look for scientific truth in an autobiography as
it is no other than a work of art. Literature is no
science to furnish scientific truths, “Aristotle te]]s
us that every study has its own degree of certainty
and that the well-trained man accepts that degree
and does not look for a greater one. . The error
that is made by literary scholars when they seek
for a certainty analogous with the certainty of science
has been so often remarked that at this date [jtt]e
more need to be said of it” (Trilling 412),
Trilling further says, “Up to a point t
scientific study of art is legitimate and faithfy]: the'
great thing is that we should recognize the term" ?
point and not try to push beyond it, that we shomlii
n(?t expect that the scientific study of, say, liter. ’
will necessarily assure us of the €Xperience o’f liter:utir;

it is written in
life

Prose, and a narrative (b) it is the

story of'a person writtep by the person himself
(c) the author, narratoy

be identical, and (d) the p
point of view tow,
further states that

and the protagonist must
arrator takes a retrospective
ard the past (Hobbs 2). Lejeune
text is “aﬂSWere?}iho e i? an autobiographical
became wh I 3”=,a n.ar.ratwe that tells “how I
autobiograpp iam ' m_”d-)- This means that
writer, standiny ai . feview of a life” where .tlje
0T mind, POrtri i?aﬂICular moments ofhi.s life,
he understand t;’S Imself and his facts of life as
isa Shaping Ofthem (Pascal 3), or “autobiogl'zipl}y
Stages in an ingq; ¥ Past, - -« Itestablishes certain
them, and defip WI.duE.‘I-llfe, makes links bctwec?ﬂ

©S, Implicitly or explicitly, a certain

Consisten :
4 OfmIahonShip between the self and

or on the personal things and experiences of his
private and public life, his achievements and failures
and on his total personality. On the other hand in
memoir and reminiscences the attention or focus
moves away from the central figure and settles on
€xXtra-personal things. The relationship of a _man
to the inner and outer world may be conceived
actively or passively. The distinction betw_een
autobiography and memoir reminiscencejs mainly
depends on this consideration. In autoblo'grapby
the consideration is active whereas in memoir-
reminiscences it is passive. In the later the author
simply plays the role of an observer or a natrator.
But, again, what is the difference between .mem01r
and reminiscences? Roy Pascal’s obser\fatxon may
be taken in this regard: “One could distinguish memor

el )% AU S|

as a momentous and violent shock, causing

them retrospectively to recast their sense of

themselves and the life they have led (61).
Moreover, repression also plays an important role
in shaping up an individual personality, which is
no other than a storehouse of all unfulfilled desires
or traumatic past events and experiences that are
forced out of the conscious-preconscious into the
realm of the unconscious. This storehouse of traces
has a strong influence on all human actions
(Krishnaswamy, et al 49). This idea of repression
propounded by Sigmund Freud can be applied in
case of Dickens. Dickens had a troublesome youth.
He had to work as a labourer in a blacking factory
due to financial constraints at the home front. This
experience caused him acute pain that followed
him like a shadow throughout his life. Even the

S ol Sl ! . s ; ir concerns: 1
and lf we Wtsfh as teachers tg help others to the the Outside world »(p this i8 from reminiscence by saying thf‘t mem()ll:t; rivate  achievements of fame and recognition could not
e}i(perle_nce of hteratgre, We cannot do sq by impattiy W autop; Ography d'if.‘f ‘ ascal ?) . And th i Itself with public events, remlmscelllc‘3 WI‘I I;ne of remove the pain within him. In the words of Dickens
the fruits of our scientifje study” (41 3) §  andsyep Persong] Hiers from diary :u.ad let I relationships. The difference 1 primarily ition _ himself, “The deep remembrance of the sense I
‘ Jean-Jacques Rousseaumay bean Selfis the foca] nn: Mtings. In an autobiography content, and does not affect the manner of comp had of being utterly neglected and hopeless; of
in regard to th €yeopener | al poin tho : from al 5). - ; . ; -
Jucs . € controversy of the Nature of tryp, nner anq Otter oy ugh _both experiences I1¢ Or writing” (see footnotg, Pascal 2). - facts on  the shame I felt in my position; of the misery it
1:1 auto Iofgraphy. In his first, unpublished draft Oreover, the ay C.Ome Into shape the pe1‘5011alll?/- In the back ground ‘Of_ fhese |scanbe  wastomyyoung heart to believe that, d&}y by dF:iy,
the most famouys Confessions he says “No of analyst i toblographer is not only a mere autobiography, Charles Dickens’s nove Ak what I had learned, and thought, and delighted in,
;elm deslcrlbe thfa h_fe of a man a5 el a’s himso;le aUtObiOgraph o Dlhllosophjc historian, and the studied as an extension of his OWIl StOTYS because  and raised my fancy and my emulation up by, was
: 81e 16;11; mnner life 1§ known only to himselp> ; elf, Theds d gsy 1S hls' ‘phﬂOSOphical bt r},”(ibld-)' the respective protagODiStS- The idea emzriee S passing away from me, n_ever to be brought back
5). This observatjon assures that autobj ale Other for . .IOHS dlstinguj sh autobiography from every individual is self-assertive an. fellow ~any more; cannot be written. My whole nature
1s not about mere repre 10graph Pl pers .. ir- . :ances with the 1€ trated with the grief and humiliation
Presentations of g, ] feminjg Onal writing such as memo Pleasure by sharing his experien : me  wassopene
but about the representat; solute trytp, “ence ang diary = ‘ary. y . in the writers, SO iderations, that even now, famous and
autobiographer. By nFaUO“S of “inner iy M > Doweyer o 'ary. Roy Pascal says, “the dia")" human beings. The urge is more! hy whereas the ofsuch z:ionS(l1 gy e il . e
f . brian inney in thi : e f 1ve jt ma a sf:l'ics of w} pe autobiograp caressed and nappy, :
“What all these approaches h 1§ regard Opines, Ol‘fle Sin i . ¥ be, moves through P - 10 prefer ertll?g Eyenifitis not so,.evel‘}’ that I have a dear wife and children; even that I
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e 1ty to Memq; €S bet . sraphy a8 € im i of whic A derson . :
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like Freud say about repression is true then it can
be assumed that Di¢kens would certainly try to
present the repressed thoughts in his novels, and
this is what is actually noticed. He presents in
disguise some persons he personally knew, So, 5
study of his novels in light of his biographies may
reveal the truths, and to find out the facts a sincere
research is needed. 2
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Note: Thig list of Einstein quotes, given below
are collected fyom internet soyrce. I can not
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Value education:Role of the Teachers

Value education is a planned educational programme
aimed at the development of values in st}ldents‘ No
conscious individual can really ignore the importance
of value education. : — A ut
Education isa powerful instrument for -brmgmg arlr)l.;m
changes or improvement in human behaviour. b d
function of education is to bring about aél‘f;‘;?l-
development of an individual, also to mOlfl aortant
balanced personality. As such, it pla?fs animp
role in shaping up the destiny of a society- s
Value education that needs to be looked u-rzoﬁve
an essential factor for the over all quah;:;reat
Improvement of education is being ne.gleae:st 0a rapid
CXtent. The present day society WlmesjﬂueS. Self-
degradation of moral, social and S Ztience, self
respect, respect for others, tolerance, # und astime
control and such other virtues aré losmgbg;zry murder,
is ticking on. Violence; corruption. e ming :averyday
child lifting and'crimes as suchare beco.

he
Occurrences. And in fact they are thzhﬂy pe asserted

Cisisof values. Inlight of his, M P He L ing
that value based education is the © ty day society:
o BippingrobletbOile P call of the hour:
Value oriented education iS.thu.S tlhe ely dependent
Development of valueina child1s p g
On the surrounding e.n"ironment e their respective
as students learn values firstly fron:ﬂess o say, value
homes and then from the society. Nezldents at primary
Judgment should be taught 0 S " 0 find out
to Secondary level. It is therefor® lnifthe students.
Some strategjes to inculcate valu® 4 to embellish
To steer life in. the fiz_‘:’ht' P aﬂ:ni:
behaviour with good quality; 01

Ofvalue, And this need of V3

Jue educ

social conditions, -

Dr. Binapani Talukdar
Department of Education

rightly emphasised by the different Education
Commissions of India set up from time to time. The
National Policy on Education of 1986, for example,
very strongly recommends the need of value education.
However, worth mentioning that value oriented
education need not be a separate subject to be taught
by specialist teachers, rather it can be an intffgral part
of the existing system, with little or some modifications

however.
The first place to start value education is the home
followed by the school and community. In this regard
the schools can play the most prominent role, because
itis the only place where desirable values in the pupils
can be ingrained through different curricular and co-
curricular programmes. At present, everybody
including the parents and teachers are much concerned
about the need of value education. Some measures
are also being taken in this regard. But the ways adopted
are not appropriate. It is important to note however
that value cannot be taught through th:_: mere words of
the books; they can be inCl..ﬂs:i'ited in the students
through the daily round of activities. |
The role of teachers is quit.e signiﬁctan? in the
development of society. They are in fact t_he individuals
an influence the future generation towards a
whOﬂ(; value base. They can mould the students into
heald c}i,tizens who would shoulder the responsibilities
e respective households and then of the nation in
Ofthio c;)me. However, it must be mentioned that the
58 of any education system depends on the quality
Sucﬂizstseachers, so performance of the teachers is the
Ofost crucial input in the field of education.
m The teacher has a vital role to play in the effort to
educate the students an-d 1n the process of nation
puilding. Itis the responsibility of the teacher to guide




and inspire and illumine his student. Teachers shoy]q
provide freedom to the students as well as maintain
discipline; he should be very realistic, natura] and
practical while inculcating values such as punctuality,
honesty, trul'thﬁﬂness, self confidence, self reliance, the;
E‘lfzst essential condition for living a healthy and haPP_Y

Value oriented education is an important issye at |
present. And most importantly the teacher must not it -

idle and give a deaf ear to the burning issues, The
teachers at different levels— from pre-primary to h.igher
levels— through general and vocational education, cap
develop values in the students. He can develop th
important values in the studerits through an integfatez
approach. Through the curricular subjects, and throy
co-curricular activities values such as, sym athgh
empathy, courtesy, equality, tolerance, self-conﬁge 1
secularism, discipline, respecting others, dign; 5
labour, accountability, forgiveness, obedi;:nci o
and so forth can be developed, Teachers in f, o
the architects of the future of the Students e

Ever since the Vedic perj

entrusted with the respogSib?St;h:ftZiihjrs fire
knowledge and moulding character e Cloping
Kothari Commission(1 964-66) viewed 2 ents, ”I"he
of the India s being shaped in the Claséroc;m S destiny
illustration and such other devices, the te - Throy
motivate the students and inculcate: thev ?Chers can
students either by curricular o ¢q -Ccuricy] : 5 0 the
Well known as it is, youths of today arear aClivitieg
abou.t unemployment and such other um?onf:emed
Leaving aside mudclle-headednesS e Ng issueg,
guide them to selectaright vocaﬁoanh acher shoyg

e
encourage the students to eradicate teacher shoulq

purdha-system, dowry, chilq e :Ocial evils like

and dispense with Superstitioug beliegfs,;“mu(;habili

put greater emphasis op i eShouldals0
everywhere. Farther, songs o © of Peace
co-operation, nationa] unity Al

his lips always. He cap 4

maintenanc

Flove, secularisyy,

tyshoulqr, >
50 advise ) ould be n

educatj0n PI'O

?;aiilét:l;e )}:(i)ga and meditation programmes. The
5 un&e;aks Part,. should de\{elop leadership skills
POSiﬁVe]eismergc-lé-ﬂ responS{biIities and promote
be encouraged bvmes' Innovative ideas should always
should be arrp Y them,' Counseling programmes
can solve thej Sgi o time to time so that students

CIr problems, The successful alumni of the

school should also e . s
S0 be invit ; N
younget studeng ed S?metunes to inspire the

The teachey Lk
educational ; 3 thepnnclpal agency for implementing

fional ppgges _
Tnust make :izﬁ ©S atvarious levels, The teachers
Ofttolighta candle and sow the seeds

of valye ioni
educatiop 1nstead of cursing the darkness.

TO conc]
ud
teaching alon:’ Values cannot pe developed through
effective doma.-AS value system is related with the
0 of a person, to ingrain value it 1S

necessary f;
OraperSO . 2
COnSCioyses N0 live in an atmosphere of value

: . b !
stitutiong ¢ e It is largely the educational
atmosphere. Fuy € responsible to create such an
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Muharram: the tragic tune of Karabala

The name Muharram means which is ‘forbiddex}’
or ‘taboo’; hence ‘sacred’, the first month of Islamic
Calender, In connection with this festival, the PTOPh_et
ordered that his followers should observe certain
additional customs on the * Ashura’ or the te{lth day--
bathing, the wearing of apparel finer than ordinary, the
applying of antimony( Surnea) to the eyes, fasting,
Prayer, cooking of more food than ordinary, makm(gi
ﬁ’_leﬂds with enemy, associating with pious and learne
divines, taking compassion on orphans and givingalms
1 them. The month derives its special importance from
the festival observed in honour of the martyrs -

In certain historical and religious works 1t 1
Mentioned that on the tenth day of Muharram the
fOHOWng events occured: the first :
4Ppearance of Adam and E ve upon carth and't ﬂ:
Propagation of the human race, the creation Ofthir?rlcl;ne
"®aven(arsh, a term applied in the Korana ) .th_e' fien
°fGod), the divine mission granted to the spir 50
tet()usand prophets, the creation of paradis

2,

There are various accounts of the hc; sI;-tlzsr?s(alcrjlf

nt’al‘[yrd()m oftieisHigh o g H?csiaﬂ}il wretched
Was caused at the instigation of Yazid Wit . drama,
OMall eternity, was the ring leader of this trag! .

ANd it yqq preordained that he should et ii of the

thei1: Martyrdom. That is, _thou'gh , he han

Almlght}’ does not appear visibly ¢!

Wthor of both.

I AD. 639 the Khalifa
[gjovemmem of Syriaon Muawia, 011
Weif[a_"ed heir apparent and

. hthe objectof securing ©
1SSentientg at Medina, led by
1S5ain, second son of Al Who W

A.D. on the death of Usmar

OB ear el

Muawia set0
fthe assent©
his High
as elect®

fthe leading
ness Ima}n
d khalifain

fall of rain;

eand hell

thorof .

ther, yetHeisthe

Mmaya dynasty. In A.D. 676, ut for Meccd:

the third Khalifa,

Ali Akbar Hussain
. Head, Dept. of English

and was murdered at Kufa in 661. Muawia died in
680 and Yazid succeeded him. The enmity between
Yazid and Imam Hussain goes on. On account of
matrimonial conspiracy Hussain died by poison in 669-
70. Hussain left alone in his distress was invited by the
man of Kufa, and he sent his cousin, nephew of Ali,
Muslim- ibn Ugail who urged him to come and win his
revenge on Yazid. So Hussain went to Kufain A.D.
680. Muslim, in fear of attack, concealed himself'in
the house of a man named Hani. When Abdullah, the
new governor came, he ordered Hani to surrender
Muslim and on his refusal had him scourged to death.
Muslim too was slain and his two sons suffered
martyrdom at the hands of a man named Haris with
whom they soughtrefuge. When Hussain heard of these
évents, he fell into despair and an order came from
Yazid that Hussain was to be slain. Yazid’s army
encamped on the bank of the Euphrates and that of

. Hussainataplace called Karbala. In the end Hussain

with his family gained martyrdom. Thus the fight of a
democrat against a tyranic dictator came to a tragic

d. ' .
& A folkloristic study of this Muharram Festival

reminds us of the various rites and rituals practised in
different parts of the world. The Muharram Festival
begins on the evening when the new moon becomes
visible. During the ten days of mourning the tomb
visitation( Ziyarat) is done. Special buildings are
ovidedin which they set up thﬁ: standards (alms),
the cenotaphs of the martyrs( taziya, tgbut), the royal
seats ( shahnishin), t.he representation qf Buragq.
gometimes there buildings are decorated with sereen
made of mica and other glittering substz}nces. In Yujrat,
T ucknow and Ajmir the people recite Fatilia, sing
in es (nahha, marsiya), make lamentation and beat
d}irfi%r preasts. Food over which the Fatiha is said is
;i:en to the poor women doing the breast-beating(
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sinazani), a shia practice prohibited to sunnis, call out with scream, “ Hae! Hael”
irs and. Peasant Movement: Role of Rajmel

Amulya Kalita
Dept. of History

Raijmel. So the Raijmels (popular assembly) were
much more than an ordinary village mel
(Panchayat). Amalendu Guha refers that the word
Raij, in Assamese means people in general or in the

Organisation of Mels:
~ The history of peasant movements in Assam
In the late 19th century begins with the role of

Raij Mels (Popular Assembly). The dissatisfied _ [ _ .
Peasants of the Brahmaputra valley organised ~ context of a partlc.ular locality. It is derived from
themselves into R aijmel or popular assembly to  the word Rajya which meant an administrative fiscal

in some parts of medieval Assam. An

sk
fedress their grievances and to resist the unit 1

government’ t revenue at the Assamese proverb says, “The people are (your)
nt’s attempt to collec sovereign and the clan (your) Ganga.” Hence,

Raijmels were much more than what we understand
elsewhere by a village panchayat.3

The mels were loosely organised. There was no
of formal membership or regular meetings.

®nhanced rates.

However, mels were not mere organisation of
the. Assamese peasantry for building up @
'esistance to revenue enhancement of other

question

5 ‘Collect i
ed b - €co S b g LA gl mn A

Asfia Sultay ASSZOmw 1nJus.t1ce Of.BrltlSh- ru%f.tiil’mand . Generally, all the people of a village or a few

: na ‘mcom was a ‘time honoured institut | life. For villages would have to gather together to form an

gnised feature’ of Assamese SO ° = J. The leadership of the mels was

assembly or met.
in thie hands of Jocal elders and the more

ocal landholders. The Dolois of
d control of the mels. Towards

B.A. 2nd Year

¢ Period when legal and constitutional remed}{
Wa? unthinkable, it was the only means thfolfgn
Hich the people could liope to obtain protc?ctlo

usually-
importantrof.the_l
the temples exercise

A man loved b i
g . Y @ beaut;
with him a talisman that reaﬁdtzlf” iﬂd Virtuoyg W

feels that such a ones e ha i Coes

o G bV
-Mad. S.a higt Nerabla-
dTDhlefdv\e;Vant, S ;" h!gher Value than s}l]e] every one frOm the OppreSSion Of the 10031 fuI'lCtiOnarle;- ; e end of 191: century a section of western
hel OMman that;h‘as' nG)Ef S Segts atVOf others.- The me] had originéted in the carly khe 2 educated inteligentsia comprising of advocates, | 4
e ea.dS_ her to the altarhas OUChed thehea _ clan, The mos was held in €very village (1)1; teachers etc. began to take the lead in the mels. |
POSssession and SECuﬁty tu '4_§Car(;e]__ cha tofga Mman. before ’$am when there was preach of peaCBThe Reference may be made to the village councils
Mrs. Cowley (AdF n\thEIrpOWErf nlCe to charm '; Gk sr“’llege- It was led by the village elders: s existed in ancient India. Such councils were
There is nothine + i u armg *a"a- . en , Crdict of the mel was a popular one. 'The accwere formed with the village elfi_ers. Of the two |
consciousne nghoher in th gainst her,-- Wag bound 1o accept it. Very often disputes nstitutions, ie. Sabha and Samiti, the former was a |
| ONSClousness of loye-the ey - IS life e - Settleq g D e as logs eAR s Jar one.5 Kautilya refers to the council of a
first ris e first of amicably and there popu
' NG sound and b T ﬂUtterm T Ours th-an the fi bli ) Y t justice 10 the guilty- 1lage elders who settled the land disputes. The
! sweep through the goy AR OF thaps, DS Sl first [hte 5 el e s acoept the verdich VilaEe ed by the ancient Hlindu Kings of Assam |
. 7 i l‘eserveot#' 0 lﬁl I’ify@r tﬁhwmd Which |Sn ngs_-_the Wasthe accused reﬁilzz teg he idea ﬂ(;f iﬂn@ hat there was administrative decentralisation 1‘
Woman in > IS gragtacy et SO spon to Xeq OREOMI e puring the ™% .+ Assam, and the Visayapati was in touch |
| enkindled bt\g?grs;] compan\}f hzs‘;:-a'n, . eepeos\;TLongf ellow. ~ daysn\j\fl;l;n f;ltlon o ld?:f{:;’l n?atches - sugpl}; 1:1:!1'111 ilhe Rowoioal Bl L8, T bouc of |
atone in 11 Hnds ke lOVE Rivies . of .. .1t there was no was deprive g s. which administered justice. According to |
| drowsy,n- GeOrge i -ln.w 058 ¢ iw._.'”h‘-l-mSEIf 4 not for the | gett_rlnklng water, the accused 5 ©ier from Elder ’arua the mels and -Raijmels might have been
| U N Omp Slectrif ing f; d fetching BK. B e
- | hQn_ IR -any M- il led and Pubje tre from others &% ute was settle thle forn a village judiciary.” - |
{ \ S ‘ dy fea| tenderly in ponds.2 In case any dl'sption of the village Duririg the Ahom period , the importance of }
10 PR : W oy © mel within the jurisdic elkis © l nstitution was rooted in social custom and |
Cemed, the same was settle own a5 | e

th a mel Was

09 O e Q)

® adjacant villages. Such

e N




,tradition. Minor cases were settled i i
mels a.nd Raijmels were held foidtflf:: trtfirwuage
the grivences of the public.One such Refs‘S .
was hold in protest of the oppressive act'm]mel
Sundara Narayana, the tributary king of Dlons i
. Anothe'r Raijmel was hold in the wake ant“mg’
Moamorla‘uprising .during the reign of zhthe
king Gaurinath Singha. People expelled f i
Upper Assam plundered in Darrang, A R fom
was convened to review the situ‘at‘ g
decided tlo recall the paiks of Darr i
; Guw.ahatl, where they were enga a(Ijlg' fr‘-)'l*n
1s}c(e)rvg:‘e_of Bar Phukan and threatgeiedm t'hﬁ
stilities if any further oppressj Bk
attempted. e = Pibiete
In the early stages of the !
Assamz the institution o(f?o;?ciényi it
recogl_ll,sed feature of administjrm?' T
author.xtles often looked to thetn f o e
of th§1r administrat_ive measures c]; B Spgort
g?ﬁn mcrgeismgIY'Opposed the go\;eml;:le"rvlilen Fhe
o ]aigsizon of New taxes or enhancn':mf13j olicy
ki govemmvenue, the}f ‘Were reppresseq bllt of
i o ei;u The British officers often y of
vt sz 1 asselpblies, constituted f; eated
PinRS emonstrating the numpe b
.B. McCabe, the Deputy ¢ ) Of Tyois,
Kamrup, described the me] as
;:;)I;Ie:;;(\ifihstre_ngth of the people, [
Tie Briti; mels _w1th the Nihilists <;f Re a.ls-o
1ofﬁc1alls considered thyt ; i
paramountcy was to be Preserved ip it i
Ssam, the

the government failed to produce the
Thereafter the peasant milijt i
expressions through orga
demonstrations.
Agitation:
The increasing demand on Japq Teven

ue of :

the coj

desireq
Ies
ancy founq y n: t.

nised Protegt and

re ;
PPression, 4,
4] eS

governme
e R;;:glused the mels to militancy. The first
District, 1t § Was held at Phulaguri in Nagaon
was held on 15th August 186 lgand
having seen the ;slt-iay S. The people were shocked at
the Rajjmel, Eye Ice force employed for disbanding
- and attacked th mufﬂly , the peasants turned violent
‘ © Police party jn operation, Lieutanat

amrup z;a; €8 mels took more violent
BOVeIment epygnq o o€ Districts. The
Settlement of 1893 o1l revenue in Assam in the
onthe avergge | s raised by about 53 percent

- 1150me areas jt wag increased from

80t0' 100
Percent, [y
7Y01s had g o t Under such circumstances, the

R
for Protectiq Tagam look towards the Raijmels
meI'EIy mattel'- € Fyots diSCUSSEd in the mt?lS
mlbearable & S rel.ating to the increasin aﬂd
the enpy ONomje burden_impoSe & i th;gm by

Cd taxat

foc ;ieterm' i itizf They also expressed their

0 .lect ue eSist any government attemt

With ¢ pro €ven at the cogt of their lives.
exef?iSet 8TeSS of time Raijmels began 10
0 differe 01;3 Power. The people belonging
2 m:;lv S » Creed ang religion united
now I.V Cinc Case gf: on battle against of the
i g 0 el g o, The peasants WP
b 15ang g N 18ht againgt government bY
s Wnerg 8 & e cases, the non-cultivating

ause of (lang OWners) anger was not

€ of Stratj
revenue’ b btlon'Of the peasants due 10
They feareq o 00 IE.:: C;use of their self-interes"
€ Ing “red that W S had sub Jeased to tenant™
e ould be impossible to realis®

eir Cveny
ar-nI:; fi i eni from them and 2 a resy
I0Stigati, I :n Would be cut down. SU°
sk anxj I
Ccision o-0€ Peagayy.. 10U and they opted fo
- they cop, S against the govemmen

SOVer
behing g, 0, by ¢ ®d the peasants to 0pP©
diaboljcy Petson ®y themselves work®
- When ¢ ° €It role ip this uprising wa
covel‘llment took the path of
Alled leaders petrayed the

P

€ so-

Peasants and disappeared.

The condition of the ryors was like that of a
scapegoat. On the one side they had to face the
Tehsilders who said, “If you do not pay tax, your
Property will be attached”. On the other side there
was the raij i.e.embodiment of the orders of the
mels which stated, “If you do pay, you are cursed
and excommunicated.” The 7yofs followed the
command of their leaders due to fear of ostracism

with the concept that ‘it was the raijar hukum’ oI :

Popular order.

The Raijmel were held in-Rangi
Darrang Barama,Barbhag, Hajo,
like Khetri of Kamrup District. A mel was held at
Balagaon, near Rangia on 24th December, 1893.
On thejr way back they looted 2 large number o

huts near the Rangia bazar (market). To put pressure
d a vigorous

on the government the people launche d
Ho-rent campaign. The mels at Rangia encoUreE®
the ryors of I achima and some other placs iR
amrup to oppose enhancement of lallq revenuel.
.The Raijmels were also influential -m'DaIfgl tg
istrict . In different times Raijmé to e en
_deliberate on the injustice done by the govefnllil s
M the district of Darrang - Raijmels 2 E'ln
Merged as 4 social force of the peasantry durt ng
the Period 1707-69. This emerged as a1
Protest of the peasantry against the unJuS“'
"Mposed by the Ahom King of ants ©
Arrang, It js on record that 4,000 Pe_aso F
arrang went in a body under the IeaderSh;E’l‘

2arika and Kalia Mainapoa 10 e

: essive @
ANgpur to protest against the, Rk akhminat
Ahom King

a, LaChima: Patl
and other places

u
r.]beal’ab]e taxes to the | stration was

Ofllgha in 1769, This protest A== ier

‘8anized by the peasantry © i

gU}danCe of the Ra{;jmgls alld the q s

Oreed to cancel the order 0£€ - ame
e 10 . Rai'mels bec

iy tang 10 Thereafter the tJ o freshoutbr® -
A in Darrang in the wake 0 rinath gjngha.

th N
' Moamarias in the reign of G2 useofthe opp

t 3
Methe Raijmel became active

oG et @roEH

capital
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meted out to the people of Darrang by the fugitives from
the Ahom territory living in Darrang. About 260 headmen
of villages assembled in el and decided to recall 6,000
mul serving at Guwahati under the Ahom Bar Phukan.
They also decided not to support the cause of the Ahom
monarchy against the Mo amoria rebels and threatended
hostilities if any further oppression were attempted. The
important leaders of this movement were Fatik
Hazarika, Swatup, Kalia Mainapoa, Bhutar Knowar

and others. j
The Raijmels were again held at Patharughat under
‘Mangaldai Sub-division of the district of Darrang in

the year 1868. The increase of revenue in Darrang
was reached upto-83.62 percent in 1868-69. The
people of Patharughat consisting of both Hindu and

ed Raijmels and took decision not to

Muslims conven
pay revenue at the enhanced rates. They puta demand

pefore the government tO reduce the rate of revenue
and not to transfer the relinquished holdings to other
than the peasants. Even the infuriated ryqts }Jesieged
the Colonel A.C.Comber, Deputy Commissioner and
7.1.S. Driberg, the Sub-divisional Officer for the

t.
mg?rhe most tragic incident took placed at
on 28th January 1894. It

hat of Darrang .
Pat:glu%tlth January 1894 that 2 mel was held in
: he mel was attended by thousands

. ‘har area. T -
Sipajh from distant places like Mangaldat

ots coming
of ry . on. Similar mels were held at

d other places. On receiving
the Sub-divisional Officer, the
i ived at

v Commissioner of Darrang had artive
| thl;:ryughat on 27t January 1894. While he was
b is place the officer saw a number of

con.lmg ;gsued on behalf of the raij (people) being
notlczs(am the trunks and pranches of the trees from
aS_teh he came {0 Kknow that the proposed mel at
whe ghat would be held onthe 28th January. The
this mel was (I) to reaffirm the

ose of convening :
o resist payment of revenue

. * t

ts determination LymE ‘

te ;S:?evis d (II) to transmit their unhappiness
a

ed rate, an
to0 the Deputy Com

patharughat an
inforrnation fro:m

missioner in the hope that he would
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be able to reduce the burden of taxation at his own

discretion.

A large crowd, therefore, assembled in front of

the rest house where the D
' eputy Commissioner w.
staying. They refused to move unless theijr al?;;eaells
S

were heard and their demands were met. Instead of

reconciliation, the government - i
force to suppress the Raijmel. ;lrlns}:)l:t)s/i)i;hte PQI{CG
were _let loose as follow up action. Police R
to.ﬁrmg to disperse the peasants at Pathresorted
Still thfa peasants were adamant to their damghat.
5;?:1 htlme to time they began to assembfem;n o
ghar (Prayer halls) and mosques to dis h
rep;c;sswehmeasures of the government 2CHSS s
us, the Raijmel remained ower.
:)IE I::;d of 19th century. The Brlijtish Gf;lir;g]‘?nards
o 12, on the otherhand, had 3 Very stern atti e
Comar s the mels. McCabe, the Deltllde
= E:nr;iségziﬁ Kamrup issued a notice on I;I(;:K
s e at the assembly or mels in the distri
g up has resulted in riot and Crimi i
gation. Any persons joining such as e i
the issue of notice will be punished e
law. 13This was also happened in Da ;
Government by following the polic ?
was able to subdue the ryofs. Most ot}‘, }C;
gep‘t in jail. The landholders who ht ;
instigated the peasants now kept th i
frqrg the uprising and pretended f o
.ab1d|.ng bulf. The arrested peasant Ohbe
imprisonment. As stated by Manor: 7
1894 ryots marked the last large sc lma ;
of the Raijmels and brought an enq i
role played by the mels. ol
However, it cannot be concluded
movem_ent was entirely a futile exercj
the beginning of a new era of peas L
Assam by effectively upholding the an]t
organized resistance to govermrnemV ?
post 1894, the popular Rajjme]s Wearl
more representative and broad bage :

COI‘ding to
ITang. The
repfeSQion
TYols were
ordinariy
lVeS aWay
the law.
10 suffey
anna5 the
anizaﬁ()n
Mportant

that Raijme;
© Ithera]deg
Ueand uipy e
justice, |, the
“onverted
"Eantzation i,
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Chemicals in Agriculture: A Threat to Ecology

Population explosion is an issue that

cqnt_inues to plague India in General and Assam in
Parlicular. This ever growing population leads to
the demand of goods and commodities. To meet
e growing demand, it 1s essential to increase the
.proFiuCtion of food-crops through modernization of
Eﬂcu_}tm.?_ And it is for this reason that the farmers
€ scientific methods of agriculture. Farmers now
o .d.ifferent kinds of chemicals such as chemical
;gtlhzer’ pesticide, insecticide, so o1l and so forth.
ese substances are toxic and rather harmful for
Ilgifnts, animals and human beings, though :;1;
themerS are not aware of their toX1¢ effects. g
effey are unware because of illiteracy: The resu
CL1s ecological imbalance.
In Ingj The application of pes.ticid :
i a had been 2000 metric ton 10
Jumped 16 8500 metric ton in 1999-

¢ and insecticide
1990 which

Table. |
APblication of Pesticide and Inseeticide ™" India
Year Amount
1955 2000
1990 12000
. 1999 85000 6
ce: Payobhara, Vol. 37, NO- o 6
;}-le total agricultural land under insecticie? \ﬁfiim
lllion hectare in 1960 which soared 10 sl
lion hectar® 1

e . :
19;t§1‘e in 1980 and then to 125 mil

Table, 1y
"®a under Insecticidein India

Year Amount (in metric ton)-

1960 6
1980 80
1990 125

Jilice: Payobhara, Vol. 37,No.6

Des N
Ueides i [ndja and in the wor

o of gifferent  chang€

et .
able below shows the COUSunlld in comparisor

3] R T DA

a5

Jayanta Kr. Das
Head, Dept. of Geography

Table I11:
Consumption of Different Pesticides
Pesticide Consumption(in %)
In world | InIndia
Herbicide 47.5% 15.76
{ Insecticide 29.5% 80.45
Fungcide 17.5% 80.45
Others 5.5% 2,33\,
Research on this area proves that continuous use

micals carry negative effects on the
lements of the chemicals used
hines are found to be

of che
environment. Some €
in agriculture through mac
mixed with the atmosphere-- wind carries these
particles of the chemicals to distant places and
pollutes & wide expanse of the atmosphere. Man

preathing this polluted air becomes victim of many
diseases, sometimes the effect is fatal.
Is used in agriculture also lead to

The chemica |
water pollution. A major part of these toxic
sis washed away by the rain water to the

aterial
i setc.and as a result the

rivers, strearms
water bodies get po
the other hand, badl

lakes, sea
[luted. The polluted water, on

y affects the aquatic animals

and plants. MoreoVer, people may.also die by tal.(in'g

these polluted aquatic animals like fish. Ag'am if
the dead plants are in the water fora long p(.anod of
time they decompose and makes the water lmpu.re,
The decomposed plants emit a harmful gas which
o destroys the aquatic plants and animals.

are toxic, hence their presence in soil

fundamental soil processes.

als
Chemicals
or alter the




These substances also affect soil compo.sition aid
structure. Further, these substance? disturb t e
natural growth of the earth.worms which decreases

i ili uctivity.
it fertllil:zizii?I(:l:micalt;;rtilizer, pesticide and
insfc?;cidc etc. used in agriculturev ‘contribt?n:
largely to the destruction of US.eﬁ.lI bacteria essentia
to retain the fertility of the soil. But our fa.nners are
blind to these factors and use the che‘nucals onl'y
for selfish interest, for increasing the yield of thelr
agricultural products. Consequently the' natural
manure present in the soil decrea.se drastlc.ally, It
also affects the water content mallﬂng the soil hard
which is not at all helpful for cultivation,

Chemical fertilizer, pesticide etc. have polluted
our food crops also. As a result the actual taste of
our food items are gone, and they cantnot pe
preserved for a long time. Many devel()ped
countries of the world have prohibited the yge of
the pesticides, as they have harmfij] effects on

living
organisms. Pesticides can even enter oy

r body
through skin, lungs or the digestive t.ract. Nausea
and vomiting, disorder of bowels, diarrhoeg and
involuntary contraction of muscles are
diseases caused by poisonous food. Not merely that,
the polluted food items affect the growth ang
development of insects, snakes, birds et and the
ecological balance is being shattered everyday,

It is seen that due to illiteracy ang ignorance
mostly of our farmers, also for the pres
middle men who want more benefjt the
balance is being lost everyday. But,
farmers are not aware of the

SOme

€cologica]

8gain, the
alternative Ways. Biologjca
nanure is a good alternative, but oy

ITlc

farmerg lack
ufficient knowledge and informatiop
s

ofthis, the
Government and the NGO’ come fOI‘Ward for

EroENPE PG

€nce of the h

educating the farmers of the different alternative
approaches, application of these chemicals can be

reduced, The Government should undertake necessary

measures to reduce or completely stop the application
of these Substances, S emi

hars and workshops on the
use of biological manyes and pesticides should be held

helping hand to the Government.
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