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influenced by social expectations,social recognition,
patterns of cooperation,care of ingroup members,and
social norms. Indeed.the design of institutions,and the
ways in which they organize groups and use material
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ROLE OF TEACHERS IN
CHANGING
SCENARIO OF HIGHER
EDUCATION
IN INDIA

Dr. Ali Kabar Hussain
Associate Professor
Suren Das College, Hajo

I Think the teaching profession contributes more
to future of our society than any other single
profession’.- John Wooden

Education is the manifestation of human aspirations
and only great teachers help to create oreat minds.
India has a long tradition of knowledge creationand
highlighting culture, humanitarian values. Teachers
have always played crucial rolein motivating students
to contribute to shaping the :deals of the nation. India
has also a long and rich tradition of bonding between
teachers and disciple. In the University of Nalanda
and Taxyasila, students from distant Greece and Rome
came to learn here. Ancient India was famous centre
oflearning astrology, mathematics, ayurveda etc'.

We have legacy of ancient Gurt Sishya bonding:
Since ages our country has produced the greatest
teachers of unimpeachable integrity whonot just &r eat
intellectual but also provided moral and intellectual
leadership of a rare quality to Our country. Th;y were
Widely loved and respected as their teachlpg was
infused with a high degree of idealism, passion and
selfless service. Some of the greatest teachers of all
time are Gautam Buddha, Arya Chanakya, Swam!
Vivekananda, Mahatma Gandhi, Sarvapalll
Radhakrishnan, Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam, Kabir and
Mira Bai. .

Ancient India glorifies teaching pro fe‘ssmn and
ancient classics Upanishad which 15 calleci
"Gyanganga’- origin of all knowledge echoes thf.
reverend message _*Pitri Deva Bhaba, Matri Deva

“W-

Bhaba. Archarya Deva Bhaba’. It is the Guru who
builds the character and personality of man; who leads
his disciple from 'ignorance’ to ‘enlightenment .
Teachers are awakener . change makers. Here
Socrates 'words mentioning” I can not teach anybody
anything I can only make them think’.

Still teacher s role as friend, philosopherand guide
and his duty as educator, facilitator, and inspirator is
a challenging role specially in the midst of depressed
and unmotivated young learners of 21 st century. The
National Teacher’s Congress provides a common
platform for the teachers to understand national issues
and equip them to play an instrumental role in
overcoming the challengers of Higher education. Its
prime concern is to recognize and produce some
inspiring and dedicative teachers to mould the nation.

Our human capital is our most precious asset. We
have at present 33.3 million enrollment in Higher
Education in India of Which 54% are boys and 46%
are girls. The Britishers only aimed to produce some
clerks to help them; but we must produce some young
Jearners with national outlook with human values
through our educational system.

India has the third largest higher education system
1 the world, behind only the United States and China.
According to All India Survey on Higher Education
(2010-11), there are 321 Universities, 32974
Collegesand 11095 Stand Aloene Institutions. Among
621 Universities 178 are privately managed. 200
Universities are located in rural areas; 7 Universities
are exclusively for girls. Total enrolment in higher
education has been estimated to be 27.5 million with
15.5 million boys and 12.0 million girls.

Gross Enrollment Ratio (GER) in Higher Education
inIndiais 194, which is calculated for 18-23 years
of age group. GER for male population is 20.8 and
for female it s 17.9 Study shows that transition rate
from higher secondary to higher education improved
from 61.4 6%(2007) to 67.5 5%(2009) as a
consequence ofthe success of SSA (Sarva Shiksha
Abhiyan) RMSA (Rastriya Madhyamik Siksha

Abhiyan) presently the objectives of RUSA ( Rashtriya
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To acquire knowledge the students 2
the following attributes :
a) Surender
b) Devotion
¢) Hardship
d) Sincerity
e) Punctuality p
f) Loyalty ul
He says’ the Guru ;]]Ll;l beca I'CPOSit.O 4 Of;ithﬂ-ﬁ
ﬂ.lough‘t behaviour and action- Livmgan)i“s
listening to such a Guru (Sahabas: SV sl

1 ‘Sﬂ
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Digital world helps the students in developing their
skill capacity. But it is also an admitted factthata
google teacher cannot build the character of the
students still google sikshaistobe encouraged among
students.

Sri Abinash Dharmadhikari IAS and an acclaimed
social activist says thata mother gives birthtoachild
abody; but a teacher gives birthtoa Man, a living
personality. he refers to the Great teacher Swami
Vivekananda and his words’ Eduation is the
manisfestation that is already in man’.....

Education is the knowledge of self.’

His opinion is that a teacher must follow 2
‘phanchasheel’ a teacher must have

i) a good command over his subject

i) a good oratory okill/communicating skill

iii) skill in teaching with update knowledge

1v) ability to contribute to knowledge pool .

v) unconditional love for students an incarnation
oflove

He also refers to the role 0
education, satelite education and :
America to develop the rural people ofIndia.

Abinash Dharmadhikari says that bureaucracy 15
the biggest hurdle of education. He suggesteFl that
there should be autonomy in all sense Jike in the
Gurukul system. teachers should liberate thems.elves
from bureaucratic fovours. In his educatlonal
enterprize, he said, fees are not compulsory; but
discipline is.

Prof. V.G. Narayanan, a fac

school of Business, through Vi -
says, India has become good CcOpoiers, Bolloywo

or in other areas, proof are numerous- Ea_rlier there
Were inventions in India. But after colonisation 1nd1an
adopted Western Education and lost attachment'WIth
their roots. They read Shakespearc: not Kalidas-
They do not know about their own people and about

f digitalisation in
Khan Academy of

ulty from Harvard
deo conferencing

their strength. Indian spirituality is the most ancient
and the last surviving. Pranayam, meditation and
enchanting beauties in their literatures all are obscure
to them. What they learn , basically they become
good for expert, not for their own self.

Ramji Raghavan, a social innovator, mentioned
that a teacher must think and find out innovative ways
of teaching. In this regard he narated a story of three
brick laying persons. One answered, on being asked
what he was doing, that he was lying bricks. The
next one said that he was building a house. The third
one said that he was building a monument for the
god. Studies say that people with personal vision
about own task are always more sucessful. He also
Jaid musch emphais on students engagements in
Jearning activity that simply listening to in classes.

The importance of higher education has been
reiterrted by the Government in 12th five year paln.
It stresses that higher education is critical for
developing a modern economy. ajust society anda
vibrant polity. The world over there is a positive
correlation between the gross enrolment into higher
education and percapita GDP. Govt should spend
more money in elementary secondary and higher
education for increasing GE. Tax 1sto be increased
{0 increase GDP. It must be increased from 3.75%
to 6% by 2020.

Another important point is bettre govermance
which is essential to succees in implemeenting Govt.
politices. GER inrural area is only 5% while national

average is 22%. that equal access is esential for social
development Equity and quality should go toghter.
Education should be liberal and neutral and upheld
human values crossing the narrow walls of caste,
creed and religion. Teachers should be above all these
narrow mindede attitudes.)

It is worth saying that an average teacher tells, a
good teacher demonstrates and the best teacher
inspires. As a teacher we must be a role model to
attract best talent to this profession.

-mustdo something for the society/our country.

- chang the mindest of our students
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Prospect of
Sualkuchi Silk
Industry towards
Income and
Employment
Generation

Dr. Ramen Medhi

Associate Professor

Introduction:

In the North-Eastern State of India, Assam
occupies a pivotal place for its artistic handloom
Manufactured goods. Particularly, Hand-Woven Pat-
Muga Industry of the village Sualkuchi of Assam has
achieved a prominent position in national as well as
international market for its gesthetic uniguencss.
Sualkuchi which is also known as the “Manchester
of Assam” has become a tool for rural rebuilding
Contributing in the field of employment. The
conventional handloom fabrics of this Manchester
Unwraps the artistic architect of the local weavers.
Moreover, the migrated male and female weavers

Coming from different parts of the remo .
Assam are indicating several aspects .of S(_)Clo'
€Conomic life of the people. Pat and Muga s basically
used to manufacture dresses like MekhelaChada,n
Saree, Riha, Wrapper, Dhoti . men’s upper Ea"mefﬂs
Cte. Gradually this industry is expanding t0 neighborins
Villages and even outside Kamrup district also- 1t 1
significant that the Sualkuchi handloom silk prOdliCt
has been granted trade mark DY t;(e
ControllerGeneral of Patents and Trade Marks
of the Union Ministry of Commerce and Industry

te villages of

in 2013 and it will be valid up to 6 September,
2023. The Assam Silk Industry, now centered in
Sualkuchi—is a labour intensive industry, its registered
trade mark is SUALKUCHI’S (en.wikipedia.org).
That is why this Silk Village becomes a significant
subject of research particularly in the era of
globalization.

Discussion:

The silk village Sualkuchi is situated on the north
bank of the river Brahmaputra and it is about 32 km.
away from Guwahati (devaj itmahanta@gmail.com).
The hand-woven silk textile of Sualkuchi on Muga
and Pat (Mulberry) occupies a place of reputation in
safeguarding Assam’s tradition and culture as well to
provide downstream employment, income generation
particularly in semi-urban and rural areas of Assam.
Assam produces three varieties of silks—the white
pat, the golden muga and the warm eri silks grown
all over the state find their way to Sualkuchi
&'WW.‘ISSﬂmiIlfO.COQJ. Muga is the golden fiber of
Assam and it1s available only in North-East India.
Sualkuchi alone contributes 75% of the total
production of Muga in the country
(devajitmahanta ail.com). Thus, this village has
carned a reputation as a renowned centre of muga
silk production which is not produced anywhere in
the world. The raw materials of mulberry silk and
other silks are mainly supplied to Sualkuchi from

Karnataka and Tamilnadu.

Historical Background: .
The weaving tradition in Sualkuchi can be

outlined to the 1 1 century when the king Dharma
Pal of the Pal dynasty sponsored the craft and brought
26 weaving families from Tantikuchi to Sualkuchi. In
the mid of the 17" Century, the village took shape as
a2 weaving village when the SHAMS occupied
Sualkuchi defeating the Mughals in Assam. This village
was established by MomaiTamuliBarbarua ,a great
officer of the Ahom kingdom during the reign of
SwargadeoPratapSingha( 1603-1 §4 1)
(sualkuchisilkbazar.in/). He set up this weavers’ village
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Sualkuchi Development Block) on other hand is 88
(88%) where male and female Comprise23% and 65%
respectively. So it clearly indicates that the migrant
wage weavers have been playing a dominating role in
production of handloom clothes in Sualkuchi.b

Table 111
The Table —1II indicates distribution of wage
weavers by their annual earning

I .
| Annual earning as No. of wage iy
weaver weavers

! 50,000- 60,000 60
90,000-1 lakh 25

o IERS B e
Above 1lakh
Total wage weavers = 100

Source: compiled the data collected from field survey

The Table- 11 indicates that among 100 respondents,
60 wage weavers carn Rs. 50,000 to Rs. 60,000,
annually. Again, out of 100 respondents, 25 wage
weavers earns Rs. 90,000 to 1 lac annually and 15
wage weavers who are very expert in their weaving
profession earns more than 1 lac annually. During,
the survey period, all 100 respondents admitted that
they used to take advance amount from the factory
owners whenever they necessitate. So, it can be
opined that there is a sound employment opportunity
in the Sualkuchi Silk Industry especially for the

underprivileged unemployed section of people of the

rural areas of Assam.

Table-1V
The Table- IV indicates the number of
respondents along with number of handlooms
(mulberry silk) and their annual returns.

Annual earning in

No. of master

No. of
handlooms of | weavers (asper Rs.
the master their number of

weavers handlooms)
r_,J_L—foL——J 00 __
— 56 |

78 I [ 1,20,000---1,30.000 _

—9-10___| —11.40,000--1,50,000
f‘ﬂﬁ_‘_rf"' 1.60.000—1,70,000
Lll,}ﬂl_ 148219 00;;1 9 0 (.} 09
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15-16

1718 : 2.00,000—2,10,000

19--20 I 220,00--2,30,000
[ 2t ol 240.000-2.50000
Total No. of respondents= 10, 0,000—2,70,000

Source: Compiled the datg collected from
e
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demand and supply point in the domestic silk
market.

Some unscrupulous traders used to sell silk items
produced in Varanasi in the name of Sualkuchi
products. They are sold in the name of Sualkuchi
but at lower price. Under such circumstances,
the small handloom entrepreneurs in the region
got in frustration for the survival of their
enterprises. Even a protest movement was
launched by the Sualkuchi weavers against these
unscrupulous weavers on March 20 13 and they
destroyed heaps of such products.

Due to scarcity of weavers and frequent price
rice of pat, some small master weavers bound
to give up their occupation of weaving factories
and engaged themselves in private companies.
So, there is an urgent need of government
support to tackle these problems.

The recent demonetization has created an
adverse impact on the Sualkuchi Silk Industry
as the selling of the Sualkuchi product has been
decreasing vehemently.

Implication of the Government Policy:
th The muga silk of Assam has been regist
¢ Geographical Indication (GI) of Assam under the
“ographical Indications of Goods (Registration and
SrOteinn) Act, | 999(Www.assamtribune,com). The
Yalkuchi handloom woven silk product has been
poMed trade mark by the ControllerGeneral of
o;ilgfnts and Trade Marks of the Union Ministrji
of P‘)mmer% and Industry. The Controlller Genera
tradatems Design and Trade Marks has issueq E}'“St
Sil ¢ mark in the name of the Suall'cuchl gd
u PaUnnayanSamity. The Trade Mark will be Vz‘lll
tl?et0 6 September, 2023 and it was registered ag.amlst
the Mumber 2592761 as a class 24 one. Accordmghy,
silk word ‘SUALKUCHI’S will be written on t s
artj Products produced by the Sualkuchi weavers an
(Stlsans as per provisions of the Trade Marks
h_a‘rma: 2015:136). It may be considered as a Very
2??“"6 ot for the upliftment

ered as

h ep from government’s side

¢ Sualkuchi Silk Industry.

_ A Guwahati-based marketing firm will pm‘molc-:
dying’(extile indusry of Sualkuchi, the Silk Vll2ee
OWer Assam in order to bridge the 8P betweelt

the
in

producer and consumer of silk textiles. “Stoic
Marketing Solutions” established 2014 has started
a new programme , the smartisan and identified an
entrepreneur of sualkuchi silk to materialize its plan.
The Sualkuchi Silk Industry has become a dying
business though there is a high demand for the product
among foreigners and tourists. This is because it does
not have a market here. SajmaParvez, the co-ordinator
of “Stoic Marketing Solutions” said that
“Therefore, we have identified an entrepreneur and
will promote him in the digital and social media, do
outer campaigning, radio and television marketing to
create a local market for products.” HiralalKalita from
Harmohan Silk Industry of sualkuchi has been selected
to be promoted. Kalita said, “This will definitely give
a boosts to my market and 1 have 27 weavers under
me at present and our turnover around Rs. 2-3 lakhs
s. Our business is mostly confined with
h, the promotional boosts; we will be able
arket” (www.telegraphindia.com).
h and development efforts of Central
Silk Board and other States have led to the significant
improvement in the quality, quaqtilty and productivity
of silk production. The productivity of tt_le mulberry
silk per hectare has gone up to 101 kg: dunpg 2015-16
which was around 46 kg in 1997. Indian Silk Industry
with about 1.2 million practitioners and employment
potential of 8.28 million people, _ .

The Central Board that is shouldering the
of developing the silk sector across the
Janned to produce about 85000Mof
Ik by 2020 to make India import free
ncerned.

per month
tourists wit
to expand our m

The researc

responsibility
country has p
biovoltine raw si
country as far as silk 15 co

Suggestive measures:
Some measures can be taken to overcome the

threats that stand in the way of theSualkuchi Silk
Industry:

»  Thedemand of Pat ~Muga silk has been making
rapid strides in the international market. If this

industry receives required support from all
directions, it could rise to the hlgl?est pea'k and
that way it would have a larg&;r .lmpacl in the
internalional silk market. If this lpdustry !ms a
ger market presence in the international
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